UNCLAS

PRECEDENCE TO: ROUTINE     DTG: 101428Z MAY 04

FROM PLA: HQ USAF WASHINGTON DC//CC//

FROM D/N: c:US,o:U.S. Government,ou:DoD,ou:AF,ou:Organizations,

   l:PENTAGON WASHINGTON DC,ou:HQ USAF(uc),ou:CC(uc)

SUBJECT: "101 CRITICAL DAYS OF SUMMER"

UNCLASSIFIED//

1.  EACH SUMMER WE LOSE AIRMEN IN PREVENTABLE ACCIDENTS DURING A PERIOD WE HAVE BEGUN CALLING THE "101 CRITICAL DAYS."  LAST SUMMER WE LOST 36 AIRMEN TO NEEDLESS MISHAPS--MANY MORE THAN IN 2002, AND ALMOST DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF 2001.  DESPITE OUR CONCENTRATED FOCUS ON MISHAP PREVENTION, WE HAVE SEEN AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF INJURIES AND DEATHS DUE TO SENSELESS ACCIDENTS. TO DATE, WE HAVE ACCUMULATED OUR WORST FATAL MISHAP RECORD IN OVER 10 YEARS. IT IS TIME TO REVERSE THIS TREND.

2.  AS YOU BEGIN TO PLAN YOUR WELL-EARNED SUMMER VACATION, REMEMBER TO MAKE SAFETY PART OF YOUR PLANS.  SOME OF YOU ARE PLANNING VACATIONS THAT WILL INCLUDE SAILING, ROCK CLIMBING, SKY DIVING, MOTORCYLES RIDING AND OTHER CHALLENGING ACTIVITIES. THESE CAN BE FUN, BUT THEY ALL INVOLVE RISK.  EVEN IF YOU DON'T PARTAKE IN RISKY ACTIVITIES, REMEMBER TO STAY ALERT ON THE ROAD, AND TO PLAN YOUR TRIP WITH BREAKS AND REST STOPS INCLUDED IN YOUR TRAVEL TIME.  ALMOST 90 PERCENT OF OUR FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCUR OFF-DUTY, AND THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY INVOLVE PRIVATE MOTOR VEHICLES.

3.  EVERY DAY OUR SUPERB AIRMEN DEMONSTRATE THEIR PROFESSIONALISM AND TRAINING IN A DANGEROUS PROFESSION.  THE SAME STANDARDS YOU EMBRACE ON THE JOB PERTAIN OUTSIDE THE GATE AS WELL.  WHEN YOU RELAX FROM THE JOB, DON'T RELAX YOUR GOOD JUDGMENT.   

4.  THE AIR FORCE GOAL REMAINS ZERO MISHAPS; I ASK EVERY AIRMAN TO MAKE THAT YOUR PERSONAL GOAL.  LET'S TURN THIS THING AROUND! ===========================================================
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