HOW TO DRIVE AFTER DARK





    Most people dislike driving at night, and the reason is simple.  You can't see as far or as well at night as you can in the daytime.  Darkness makes driving a challenging job.


    It's dangerous, too.  According to the National Safety Council, fatal accidents increase sharply during the hours of darkness.  In fact, statistics show your chances of being involved in a fatal traffic accident are about three times greater at night than during daylight hours.


    But there are things to do, facts to know, and techniques to use that can get and keep you and your vehicle ready for safe night driving.


Before you start out at night check headlights, taillights and directional signals.  A wall or show window makes a good place to check headlights and turn signals to see if they're functioning properly.


The better you can see the better your chances of avoiding an accident.  Clean headlights and windshield - inside as well as outside.


Have your headlight aim checked if it hasn't been done recently or if you've replaced a headlight.  One study indicated one-third to one-half of all vehicles on the road have badly aimed headlights, reducing their effectiveness for the driver and often blinding approaching drivers.


   
