OUTDOOR VACATIONS





Each year thousands of families head for the great outdoors to enjoy camping an hiking trips.  Follow these precautions:





Buy a tent made only of a flame-retardant fabric.





Do not choose a campsite in a low-lying area that might be susceptible to flash floods.





Set the tent upwind at a safe distance from the campfire.





Use only flashlights or other battery-powered lights for lighting.





When you select a campfire site, avoid areas near buildings, fallen trees, tree trunks or low overhanging branches.





Scrape away all leaves and litter down to the bare earth for at least five feet on all sides of the fire.  Preferably only have a fire in a pre-designated area.





Before you leave your campsite, make sure the fire is completely out.  Drench it with water and smother it with dirt.





Store food in coolers or in your vehicle out of reach of animals.  Don't encourage wild animals into your campsite by offering food.





Follow instructions when you use a portable stove.  Practice using  it before you go camping.





Obey all local regulations.





Hike on well-marked trails.  Wear proper hiking boots/shoes and long pan
