THE PARTY'S OVER





    For an evening in town, an Air Force member borrowed a friend's car, which was equipped with a passive seat belt system.  He and some friends left base for a party.  One of them was set up as the "designated driver," which meant he was to refrain from drinking so he would be safe to take the others home.


    They did some drinking before they got to the party, and at the party as well -- all but the "designated driver."  About 10:30 p.m., they decided to leave.  The "designated driver" then asked for the keys.  The one who had borrowed the car refused, and told his friends to either get in the car or walk.  The got in.


    Traveling south on a road at over 80 mph, the car left the road on a curve and went 500 feet, rolling several times and coming to rest on its right side.


    Three of the four men were thrown out of the car.  The driver and one other member died.  The third man received minor injuries.  The "designated driver," seated in the right front seat, also received only minor injuries.  He and the actual driver had been restrained by only the passive shoulder belts, which were activated when the doors closed.  Neither man had fastened the lap belt.  The difference was this:  The actual driver's door opened and he was thrown out.  The right side door didn't open and the "designated driver" remained in the car.


    The "designated driver" idea is an excellent one.  It can help save many lives.  However, there's a catch to it:  He has to actually DRIVE the car.  If anyone else gets behind the wheel, a tragedy like this one is inevitable.


    IN this particular case, the "designated driver" should have obtained the keys before any drinking started.  Since alcohol affects people's judgment.  The driver's belligerent attitude is no surprise.  Neither is the fact that he and another paid the price.


