Score with Safety





  Progress is a strange thing -- it shows us how dumb we've been in the past.  It always amazes me that more people weren't permanently disabled or killed due to nonexistent or at the time, not required, safety devices.





    Take for example, the seat belt.  Although this item has been used in aircraft since the early 1900's it didn't appear in land vehicles until the mid 50's.  Why?  Nobody felt it was necessary.  How about the wearing of ear plugs?  Until the mid 60's, everybody thought people who worked in noisy jobs talked loud as a habit picked up on the job.  Nobody seemed to think the constant noise was causing deafness.  Who in the 50's would have thought that motorcycle injuries could be reduced by wearing leather clothes, a helmet, and goggles?





    Speaking of goggles, who in the late 70's would have ever thought such harmless games as racquetball, handball, or squash could be more safely played if the participants wore something to protect their eyes?  Wrapped ankles, padded knees and elbows  --  OK, everybody always knew these areas took a beating.  But the eyes?  Come on, give me a break!! 





    Well, oh great litter rubber ball smasher, if you're going to play the game you're required to protect your eyes.





  The wearing of eye guards is saving more and more players from permanent eye injuries.





    There's no way to predict what kinds of protective devices will be developed in the future to help ensure our safety.  But I dare say they will probably be just as effective in protecting us from injuries.





    Now, if someone would devise an item to make me a better racquetball player, I'd be most grateful....


