VEHICLE PREPARATION FOR WINTER





Whether driving a privately owned vehicle (POV) or government (GMV), the first important step to consider in winter driving is vehicle preparation.  without proper preparation, you may find yourself stranded and in a life-threatening situation.  Use the checklist below to prepare your POV for the long cold winter months.  If driving GMV, follow the maintenance checklist provided by your motor pool for your military-unique vehicle.





Check radiator hoses for leaks, cracks, and ensure clamps are tight,  Replace cracked or brittle hoses.


Check antifreeze level and ensure you are protected for temperatures of at least -30 degrees Fahrenheit.


Check headlights, tail lights, parking lights, and turn signals.  Also check interior lights, such as map or dome lights.  Ensure headlights are properly aligned.  Adding extra weight to the trunk to increase traction may affect headlight alignment.


Check battery to ensure proper fluid level, connections are tight, cables and cable ends are not corroded.  If engine turns over slowly, have the batt
